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MADAM, 


Mong that Variety. of Flowers, which have enwreathed the 
Heads of Tour Royal Anceſtors, a Diſpoſition to tmprove 
good Government at Home, has been one of the moſt fra- 
grant, to the Genius of Your People of England; à diſtin- 


guiſhing Felicity indeed, and almoſt peculiar to our. Country! That. 


many of the Princes of it, moſt. reſplendent. with Foreign Trophies, 


haue been among the meſt Propitions, to their Native Subjelts here. 


One of whom is frequently remembred, with a Satisfaction more 
peculiar, becauſe of the many parallel Points of Your Majeſty's Reign. 
with Here; for the Court of France ſet up then a. Pretender 


to the Tbrone of England, the Proteſtant. Religion all around. 


was in Imminent Diſtreſs, and a Potentate every where in Europe 
encroaching. on his. Neighbours ; at tohich puncture, an wffictons Con- 
cern for the Reformed abroad in France; Holland, and Scotland, 4 
general Regularity of Life at home (the trueft Luſtre of the! NMſor. 
mation) a Pattern of Chaſtity, Temperance, and Piety iu the Court, 
a provident Management of the Publick' Revenue; à Tenderneſs; in 
the Queen to ſpare the Subject what. was-poſfible, with. a mar babe 


Accommodation of Meaſures to the Condition and current, Lemper of 


her People, triumpbt over Difficulties ſeeming inſuperable, and ſet 
cred to our Nation, during unceaſing Wars abroad, a flourifhing Peace 
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Now that Tour Majeſty admirably treads in the like\Steps,. may the 


Mercy and Benignity of the God of Iſrael (as it has hitherto, ſo com 


tinually) produce Effets no leſs Glorious, that Jour Names may. be 


equally Illuſtrious to all Nations, for the bumbling an Aſpiring Mo- 
narch by Land and Sea, and effettually ſupporting the Liberties of 


Europe; if She was inſtrumental to propagate and eſtabliſh e, 
. 2 ; Tut 4 


* Vw sG KN. 
Frauth, in England and many otber Countries, may Your Majeſty be 


much more ſo, in relieving the Oppre/fions abroad, as at home in re- 
ſtoring the decayed Vigour, and perpetuating -aSucceſſion of it, to end- 
leſs Generations. „ = 

Tour Majeſty (deſirous to revive Practical Religion in Pour People 
by feveral Pious Proctomations hating declareu, thatywithout ue. 
Ang Hagrant Immoralities and Praphazeſs, we cannot hope tor Divine 
Aſſiſtance, on which we entirely rely, to deliver us from the great 
and imminent Dangers wherewith Your Kingdoms, and the True 
Proteſtant Religion eftabliſht among us, are in this preſent Juncture 
threatned ; Jour Majeſty therein expects and requires, that all Per- 
ſons in Place of Authority, will give good Examples, in their own Vir- 
tue and Piety, and to their utmoſt contribute, to dlcountenanee and 
puniſh thoſe, of diſſolute and debauched Lives. ; 

\ Conforrant to which Heroick Expectation of Tour Majeſty,- 106 Di [- 
courſe here tender d to. Tour Sacred Hand, aims to ſhew: that the Sa- 
eramental Teft rendred forciblè to exclude from Ambority Perſons im- 
pious, diſſolute, and prophane, tocre moſt h hly honourable to Tour 
Majeſty's 'Government, produttive of Divine .Ble/fing' upon-all your" 
Councils," qufpicidizs o Triumph. in the\preſent Nur, \agfecable to à. 
Relipion'Reformed and Holy, chnuucibe l the Peace and Welfare of 
Tour People, kindly 'balfamick to their bleeding Wonnds,” ard purſuant 
to th plain Intention of the Laws of England. eee 


P ve the — 1 | — bee _ bog come 55 be the 
fame, the-Applayfes of every ſuoceding Generation Shall be ſare, 
Maulum, ro — Tour: Ns e hatvizg rentrel Authority ng 
means" Aub nur imfiartval' Trrrorof Hider, and the Profe 
only of. them wbs\de well; mean while the Inexpreſſible Satisfaction of- 
Your: Royal Heart in our general Welfare and Happineſs, and the 
Primitius (ud f, por ſeating Moderation and Lihiry: to ſuch, who 
have one andi the fame Religion and Intereſt, % eazage heir barmo- 
ious Hearts andV aice inceſſuntiy tu ſupplicate of the Thron# of Grace 
r Nu, Beairhy Des and long Life, with all the Benefits of Vidtoriou 
Wur and a Luſting Peace; we bope alſo, the Charms of ſo Bright and 
Printely a Condutt, in a Virtue natarally Lovely and Decorois, cannot 
but excite at length, the general Imitation of Your People, for their 
vw moſt durable Foy and Peace; '' among" thoſe. at hap who;- joyful 
and ſecure of ſo Great a Pattern, will purſue the ſame with an obſe- 
guicu Care and Love, ſhall ever in particular delight to be. 
MADAM, 
oY Your Majeſty's 3 Co 

Moſt Dutiful and Obedient Subject, 
EP 
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Moral Teſt, the manifeſt Intent in Law, 
e the Sacramental; &c. 
9 Here have been great ſtirs in Europe, for an Univerſal Mo- 
# narchy, the Houſe of Auſtria ſome Years agone aſpired 
9 after it, and that of Bourbon has at this Day a nearer 
1 ProſpeCt of it; in the Deſigns of the former, tis obſerva- 

dle, a Rebellion of her own Provinces ſucceſhvely; in Caſtile, Valen- 
5 . > 8 8 . , 
14, Catalonia, Sardinia, Naples, Sicily, Peru, Milan, Auſtria, the 
Netherlands, and Empire, was the moſt prevailing occaſion of her 
Defeat; but in the preſent attempt of the Houſe of Baurbon, how 
= many ſtrange Commotions have ariſen elſewhere, ſome way or other 

I - * of ©" 0 : ; * * 

i in her Favour? As the Revolution in Try, the Inſurrection of 


Hungary, the Confuſions of Poland, the Defection of Bavaria, a 
Diſunion of the Empire, and miſunderſtandings in the united Pro- 
vinces; on the other ſide, not a Town or Country of all the wide 
diſjoined Provinces of the Spaniſp Monarchy, has yet (after Four 

Fears) diſconcerted thoſe Defigns of Fance, nor any thing of like 


and deſtitute Proteſtants of the Sevennes. 5 : 
So obſeryable a Providence, were alone ſufficient to Inſtruct 


= 


England, in the benefits of Concord, to the End her Liberties an 
our Children and Childrens Children; in Reference to which Duty ot 


ares us to lay afide t boſe unhappy and fatal Animoſitiet, whith 22 


the perfect Peace and Union of ber Subjects among 'themſetoes, is 
the unexpreſfuble defire of Her Royal Heart, that by avoiding Heats 
or Diviſions, encouragement may not be given, to the common 
Enemies of our Church and State; by the ſame Oracle, Moderation 
and Unity are adjudg'd inſeparable, and ſeafonably recommended 
to thoſe, who have one and the ſame Religion and Intereſt; in a 

h | time 


141 


kind befallen within her ſelf, ſave the ſole Inſtance of the diſtreſſed 
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the Age, the laſt Speech of our Great Deliverer King William, COR - 


A. 


by Unanimity ;, and the late ſpeech of her preſent Majeſty declares, _ . 
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Religion, dearer to every good Man than his Life, may continue wn Kong 
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vide and weaken, and to diſappoint the ON LY Hope of our Enemtes _.. 
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8 
time therefore when from abroad, the Liberties and Religion of our 
Country, arethreatned-by a Power, che greatelt the World has known 
for many Centuries, the moſi plauſible pretences, will hardly ren- 
der Men laudible Defenders of the Temple, who by a fury upon 
their fellow Citizens, ſhould weaken the Defence we are to make, 
againſt the more open or ſecret attacks of the Common Enemy; 
but if through the Diſpleaſure of Heaven, a Contempt of our Ene- 
mies without, and the rage of inteſtine Feuds do ſtill go on with- 
in, who can inſure us from the Juncture Mr. Herbert Prophe- 


ſies of. Eo, | | 


WM˖pben Sein ſball ſwallow Ty ber, and the Thames. 
By letting in them both, pollutes ber Streams, . 
I Then ſball Religion to America flee, _ 5 
I bez have their times of Goſpel, e ex as ne. 


— —— 


I appeal for time paſt, to all the Gentlemen of England (acquainted 
with Tranſactions upon Record, between France and us) if Succeſs 
has not been like a Tide ebbing and flowing betwixt both Shoars, 
as Confuſion or good Order reign d on either fide; thus at the beginning 
of the Barons Wars under King John, England was deſpoyPd of 

all her hereditary Dominions in Fraxce or very near, and had a 
=_ Prince from thence impoſed upon her Throne; ſo when the Re- 
=_ verſe happened to that Country, by diſſatisfactions of the King 
=_ of Navarr, and the Duke of Bretagze, our Edward the Third was 
=_ A encouraged and afliſted, / to recover them there to the full; after 
=_ the Death of Edward, no ſooner did Confuſion and (always atrend- 
| ing) Negle&, creep into the Court of England, then the French 
1 Plunder d or Burnt, Graveſend, Dover, Vinchelſea, Haſtings, Rye, 
* Portſmouth, Southampton, Iſle of Wight, Dartmeuth, Plimouth, and 
other Ports in the Channel; on the other ſide, was it not chiefly 
dy occaſion of the . Heats and Animoſities, flagrant between the 
| Houſes of Burgundy and Orleans, that our Merry the Fifth Mounted 
| into the Throne of France? For when thoſe came to Heal, and 
F ke aroſe between the Lines of 707k and Lancaſter, a few Years loſt 
all our former acquiſitions there; the chief remark upon all which 
is, that Trance was à Country in former Ages, continually em- 
+ broiled within her ſelf, but now ought to be conſiderd, an Enemy | 
always in Arms, and watchful to improve without Scruple, what | t 
advantages England may at any time give by her own Jars. 1 4 
At the difmal Revolution in Denmarꝶ, Anno 1660. upon fome | d 
- RiffneſSin the Nobility, the Hauſe of Commons there were wrought up, KM 
ba d 
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our 3 3 
wn to 2 total Sutrender of theit Libefties, upon Suppoſal, that 
ren- their Condition Would be no whit the wotſe, for ond fe ; but E7g: 
POR land can never lye under a Temptation, of any ſuch, Deluſion, in Re- 
ke, ſpe& to a French Government here; becauſe half an Eye may diſ- 
W ; cetn croſs the Channel, what Proteſtants have; ſuffered on the other 
e # Side, by Dragoons, and Tortures, and Confiſcations, and Goals, and 
th- | Gallies ; nay, we have no need to envy the eaſieſt of Subjects there, 
he- the Happineſs of wooden 'Shoves, and free Quarter, and daily Edicts, 
8 and perpetual Gabels, and new Coinings, and enhaunced Species, 
and abſolute Surintendants, and ſwatming Officers, and hereditary 
Judges, and venal Places, and new: erecting Courts, and other ſuch 
like numerous Flowers, of that Crown; but can any Thing be more 
cogent, to incite an Indignation in the Gentlemen of Exgland, ſo jea- 
_ KF lous of their Pretidus Liberties, and emulous of our National Ho. 
LIP nour, than to conſider themſelves in Hazard of a Power. which among 
ted her Native Subjects, ſends many of their Rank to the Gallies. | 
fs Notwithſtanding which obvious and urging Conſiderations, of our 
rs, | former Experience, and the preſent Minatory Union, Exorbitant 
ing | Power; Boundleſs Ambition, Furious Bigottry, and Oppreſſive Go- 
of vernment of Francs, with Pathetick Warninęs from the Throne, to 
a deter from unreaſonable and fatal Animoſities, whence is it, that ſo 
Re- numerous Matters of Debate, ſprout forth and flouriſh ? How ſtrange- 
ing Iy, is a Pretenfion for the Clergy, to an Eſtate in Parliament (the moſt 


* aſſuming Part of Popery heretofore) advanced now? How unſeaſona- 
tel | bly, during a Treaty of Union with Scotland, and when the ſame ap- 


on pears ſo neceſſary to us, is a Claim of Sovetaignty over her alerted ? 
Ih To what Purpoſe, is the Divine Right of Kings, in their Succeſſion 
ye,” and Authority, ſo.boldly urged ? To what End, ſo much Labour to 
8 excite (if poſſible) a publ ick Odium of Diſſenters? And aboye all, 


with what Deſign, does indefatigable Induſtry appear, to ſubhert the 

Revolution Principles, and to blacken the Meaſures and Adminiſtra- 
tion, of the late Reign? 1 40 

Sach Embroilments are the more unaccountable, becauſe the Ihings 

| Engliſh Men and Proteſtants are agreed in, would doubtleſs be fund, 

118 upon calm Examination, abundantly ſufficient, to provide for the Pub- 

lick Welfare; for Example, who doubts whether an entire Union 


7 1 


_ of France and Spain, will in few Years ſuppreſs. or a Continuance 
325 e thereof, in any conſiderable Part (as Flanders or the Indies) ſadly en- 

| = danger, the Religious and Civil Liberties of Europe? Who ever 
me doubted, that 'the Navy of Exgland (with the Old Untarniſht Bra- 


= very of our S:amen) is her Chief Security and Defence, eſpecially 

9 ſince the Growth,of Naval Power in France? Are we not all agreed 
in Oppofition to Popety, und in the Doctrinal Articles of f by Ht 
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=_ -  Hiffhe Chorch, which make the moſt Eſſential Part of Religion? Is 
= there any among us, whoſhew a Diſlike to Monarchy ? Or any who 
= -avow a Popiſh Prince and a French Government? And is there the 
= Mlan in Eneland, who contenms our Civil Conſtitution, and the Bene- 
= fir of that Repreſentative, empower d to fedreſs any Grievance in the 
= Adminiſtration? - On the contrary, the Matters whereon Heats and 
= - Animofities do frequently ariſe,” among thoſe embarkt in one and the 
1 ſame Veſſel, are Things of their own. Nature either indifferent, or at 
|! | moſt not eſſential in Church. or State; and he that in ſuch Things 
1 cnly, does offend, through Infirmity irremediable and not III will, 
1 ſeems worthy on all Sides, rather of publick Charity than Indignation. 
In ſuch a Poſture of Things; it is of great Importance to the State, 
that her Watch and Care in moſt arduous Attairs, be no ways di- 
bi! | ſtracted or diverted, by  uniteafonable Feuds in the leſs ſignificant; 
i! | leſt an Application ro inteſtine Differences, without humbling of the 
3 Common Enemy (eſpecially at Sea) ſhould invite his ſuperiour Arts, 
[os to interpoſe and give us Truce z wherefore, fince the National Pati- 
ence, Charity, and Meekneſs, have been exerciſed abundantly, with 
Difcoutſes upon that Part of the Sacramental Teſt for Offices, 
which is leſs material; and diſcriminating between Proteſtants, of the 
{me common Faith and Hope, and Members undiſtinguiſhably con- 
joined, in the Welfare of the ſame Commonwealth, the propoſed 
End of this Paper is, to conſider the ſaid Teſt, as it ftands impoſed 
by Law, under a Denomination more eſſential in it ſelf, as well as 
= more important to the Government; wherein we are all agreed, and 
_ yer wherein neverthelels, Men have indeed, ſhamefully to Religion, 
1 and dangerouſly to the State, evaded the manifeſt Intent in Law. 
| Before we enter upon the Subject defign'd, Two Things ſeem 
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=_— Caſe of Law is, if Men infamous tor Prophaneſs or. Debauchery, do 

=_ preſume to offer themſelves, at the Holy Communion of the Lord's 

, | | eber there be ſufficient Proviſion in Law, to debar them of 
—_ it? Touching which, though I muſt appeal to the Gentlemen of that 
1 Faculty, for a compleat Solution. ſo much is affirm'd, that the Acts 
. requiring the Sacrament of thoſe in Office, are wholly ſilent in it; 
—_ moreover the Author has often heard, that if a Miniſter does refuſe 
=_ to give the Sacrament when ſo required, there lyes an Action of 
_ Damage againſt him in that Caſe, - and he is inclined to believe the 
| i ſame, becauſe never any Inſtance reacht him, wheretn the Clergy 
mt have refuſed it; upon which Foundations, it is preſumed, not pro- 
perly in the Power of the Clergy, nor otherwiſe ſufficiently provided 
for, to exclude from, or deprive of Offices thoſe, whom neverrthe- 
leis it will maniteftly appear, the Statutes do adjudgs unmeet for 
them. | „„ 


7 needful to premiſe, one a Matter of Law, the other of Fact; the 


r 
* 2 


2 Solemn Vow of our ſelves and Oath to God, the Statutes enforcing 
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The Matter of Fact premiſed is, that notwithſtand ing the Holy 


"Communion enjoined, and in deſpite of it when receiv d, many Men 
in Offices of publick Truſt and Authority, have continued ſcanda- 
louſly immoral in their Lives; the Notoriety whereof, whether com- 
mon Obſervation does evince, I need not inſiſt upon, but conceive the 
ſame ſufficiently cleared, by an Addreſs of the Honourable the Houſe 


of Commons, in the Year 1697. (preſented by the whole Houſe to 


our late Glorious Monarch) which aſſerts. hat CHIEFLY by tbe 
Negledl and ill Example of too many Magiſtrates, Prophaneſs and 


Immorality, are, like a general Contagion, diffuſed and ſpread through. 


out the Kingdom. 


We proceed now to ſhew, that the Holy Sacrament, by the In- 
tent of Law, ought to be a Bar to the. Infamous and Prophane, from 


taking upon them, the Character Publick Cenſors and Judges; 


and though in the enſuing Diſcourſe,” Officers are conſider'd, under 


the Denomination only of Civil Magiſtrates, becauſe that is the moſt 


numerous Body among thoſe, on whom the Teſt throughout Eng/and 


is impoſed, and becauſe- a Care over the Manners of the People, is 
entruſted in their Hands; yer the Repreſentation to be made, and Ar. 
guments conſequent hereon, will doub:leſs, appear very applicatory 
and ſuitable, to all others, who are ſubjedt to receive. the ſame; ſince 
the Example of Men in Honour, or any Sort of Publick Truſt, is a 
Candle ſet in a high Place; and the Obligation is eſpecially cogent 
on ſuch, who have the Honour, more immediately to attend Her Ma- 
jeſty's Sacred Perſon, to the End the Sanctuary of Her Palace, may 
not be violate, and made a Den of unclean Beaſtss. 

As the Sacramental Teſt is of a Nature, not rightly to be debated, 
without the Libetty of a Chriſtian Phraſe of Speech, I muſt chere- 
fore once for all, ctave leave for it, that the full Strength may appear 
of that Obligation, for Magiſtrates to be ſuch, as would breed a Re- 
verence in the People to Authority, from the viſible Lineaments of 


him, whom they repreſent in Order to which, now follom tp be 


confiderd, the ſeveral Acceptations, wherein the Holy Communion 
of the Lord's Body, does obviouſly ſtand, when taken-inilatory. to 


Offices of Publick Truſt; under the Preſumption howeveryanar to 
ſeparate and alien the ſame, from its primitive and genuin Inſtitu- 


tion by our Saviour, falls not at all within the Prerogative of Man; 


but that the Sacrament, as enjoined with us, ought to be a Barr to Per- 
ſons prophane and impious, will appear doubtleſs, the Manifeſt Intent 


* 


of our Laws, from theſe ſeveral Obſervations following 
d Eſſence, 


Firſt; Every Chriſtian Sacrament, being in its Nature an 


this, can in uo wiſe be conſtrued, to void that Meaning; for though 
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rible wich the firſt and principal, ir would bg great Ferveriels to con- 


Krue the ſame; ſeparate from; and deſtiuctive gt, that firſt; where- 


fore; allowing the Obligation of a Vo and Oath, to remain as above, 


the Import dt à Chriſtian Communion is, an awful Engagement of 


the Perſon, to devote to the Honour of God, the Exerciſe ot that Au- 


thority, he is inveſted with; and according to the ſame Acceprarion, 


the Intention of the Government therein, may well be concein'd, a 
publick Teſtimonial, of a Truſt for, and of Allegiance to, the King 
of Heaven, and as an open Acknowledgment of his Supremacy, by 
whom, and for whom it is, Princes decree A 
Secondiy: The Communion of the Lord's Body, inſtituted by our 


Saviour, being deſigned as an abiding Teſt for ever, to diſcriminate 
between the World and the Church, the Prophane and Pious, Unbe- 


lievers and the Faithful, the Iyimoral and Sanlined, with what Eye 
at'the Right Hand of Power ow, muſt we conceive. him to behold 


it, if peradventure otherwiſe employed? But it's certain, a Statute 
enjoining, neither does or can in ihe leaſt alter, on the contrary, to 
diſcern the Lord's Body, and not to eat and drink unworthily, muſt 
be taken for virtually implyed, by the command ing Power; 10 that, 
ag the ſeveral' Adds, about the Lord's Holy Name and Day, denounce 
'Penalties poſitive; upon the Prophaners of them; the Sacrament im- 
poſed as 4 Qualification for Office, does clearly evince, thaſe openly 
-unkit-to approach it, are to be privatively puniſht, as adjudg'd un- 
worthy to bear Rule, in a Chriſtian and Reformed Commonwealth. 
Thirdly : The Liturgy in her Order, tor Adminiſtring the Holy 
Communion, directs ſuch, who intend to be Partakers thereof, 70. / g- 
niſie their Names to the Curate, at leaſt ſome tune the Day before; 
and i any of thoſe, be an open and notorious Evil liver, the Curate 
havms Knowledge thereof, ſhall call him and advertiſe him, that in 
any -awiſe' he preſume not, to come to the Lerd's Table, until he hath 
openly; declared himſelſ, to have truly repented of, and amended, his 
former naugbiy Life, | that the Congregation may therein be ſatisfied, 
tobe before were offended; ſo likewiſe (far from admitting them 
to the Sacrament) the Church in her Office of Commination, is re- 
preſented 70 wiſh much, that thoſe guilty of any notorious Sin, were 
put to open Penance for it, that others admoniſht by their Example, 
might-be more afraid 10 do the like; the Licurgy then conſider'd as 
an A& of Parliament, is obligatory and politive in the Point, thar 
the Infamous ought to be excluded. 
Fourthly : The Commiſſion of a Juſtice of Peace contains, hat he 
is to keep bimſelf, as well as cauſe to be kept by others, the ſeveral 
Statutes of this Realm, whereof thoſe enforcing Moral Duties, are 
poge of the leaft, and in this Cafe, the Juſtice on his part gives a pro- 


miſory 


. * 


r . ²˙ ³ 


—_ LIT 1 SIT oY f 5 | : ; 
: ” 
FRE k — | 
g 12 | | a 3 
% we EPI | 


a Second ary Aim in the Legiſlators; be therein granted; not incompa- M 


[ 13 ] 


curr'd, remitted that Sentence, ſay ing, 


bez; moreover, as the Government Of gland, has ſince the Re- 


formation, thought fir, to take the diſcipline of Manners, out of the 
Hands of the Church, and by the numerous Statutes againſt Im- 
morality. and Prophaneneſs, from that date, to commit the ſame 
to the Civil Magiſtrate, tis demonſtration that the Law intends, 
he ſhould be very careful in it; foraſmuch, as the Honour of Al- 
mighty God, the Ser ſong Condition of his Church in this Kingdom, 
the. continuance af bis Holy Religion among us, and the Profperny ' 
of our Country, does, by the late Queen 4lary's Letter to the 
Juſtices of Midalęſex, depend thereon; and ſurely, if there be 
no power in the Church ſufficient, to enforce a regularity of Life, 
and the Civil Magiſtrate be remiſs and negligent, great Confufions. 
and Diſorder will need enſue, in that State. 


- x 


Fifthly, All the Statutes, which denounce Infamy and Penalties, 
upon the neglectets of publick Worſhip, abuſers of the Lords Day, 


2Z prophaners ot the Holy Name of God, upon Idle Diſorderly and Rio- 
=Z tous Drunkards, and upon the odious purid incontinent, do loudly de- 
= clare ſuch perſons, to be ill qualified, for the High Seat of Jud icature, 
while for that, the Prerequilits of the Sacrament are contraxiwiſe ths: 
ſiſted on; becauſe it muſt be incoherent, for the ſame Legiſlative? to” 

Puniſh and Honour, in the ſame Inſtance; in like manner; i the” 


Common Law among us, do cenſure lewd and diſorderly Pet ſofs, 


as diſturbers of the Peace, and as a Nuſance or Otffentive to the 
Commonwealth, then is it incompatible, to entruſt her Security © 


Quiet and Benefit, unto any ſuch ; and upon the whole, ir muſt” 


need be, againſt the Nature and Intereſt of every Government, for Cri- 


minals in the ſence thereof, to become Judges. . 15 
From the obſetvations precezding, I conceive, it ſufficiently proved, 


that whatever Statutes enforce the Holy Sacrament, do /beyood © 

doubt require therewich, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, a, Moral Lite, as.” 

without which; tis in nd wiſe the Deſign of our Gawen fe 
Ire | . lan 
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"*the care thereof ought to be, above all other things; all Civilized 


[ 14 ] 
Man ſhould approach, the Table of the Lord; thoſe who have 
no appearance, of a Wedding Garment, and who by coming to his 
Table, would but Crucifie Chrift afreſh, and put him to an open 
ſhame, are therefore judg'd incapable, of ſerving the Publick with 
us, to Her Honour and Advantage ; thoſe who come under judicial 
cenſures of Infamy, by the fame Laws, are ſuppoſed unworthy any 
Poſts of Honour; in like manner, is it inconſiſtent, to entruſt the 
adminiſtration of the Law to ſuch, who themſelves give example 
of a daily violation; it were a Criminal thought, to imagine the 
Laws of England, by any ſecret meaning could prevaricare, like the 
late Act in Carolina (which enjoyning the Sacramental Teſt in ge- 
neral, adds in favour of Churchmen, a Clauſe of indulgence, to 
the Impious and Prophane) for to pervert the moſt awtul Inſti- 
tution of our Saviour, and to make it ſerve as a Political Touch- 
ſtone only, were an indignity and prophanation, the Sun never ſaw 
before; upon rhe whole therefore, as the laudible intention of our 


- Legiſlature, in this Matter, is too clear ro be denied or miſtaken, 


and by a Deluge only of Prophaneneſs, born down and overuled, 


for want of a covercive penal Sanction; ir ſeems an Affair of too 
, great importance, to be neglected, which 'tis hoped will excuſe the 
Authors endeavour, to demonſtrate ſome of the moſt obvious Bene- 


fits, of rendring ſo good an Intention in the Laws effectual; as alſo 
obtain him Pardon, for preſuming to offer at an Expedient, ſince there. 
in his only aim was, to fill up the method of Argument, and the bet. 
ter to expreſs his own Concern, for compaſſing an end, of im. 
mortal Glory, to our Age and Nation. 

So honourable a Judgment of the Laws of England, in this mat- 


ter, can be little diſparaged, by appearing conſonant to, ſupported 
by, and founded upon, the univerſal concuring Reaſon of Mankind; 
+ Rer Majefty's Proclamation, dated February 25. 1702. has in it 
- theſe obſervable Words, it's an indiſpenſable Duty on us, to be care- 


ful ABOVE ALL OTHER THINGS. ro diſcourage and 


ſuppreſs all Vice, Prophaneſs, Debauchery, and Immoraliies , the 
fame Indiſpenſable Duty, has been ever accounted , oneprin- 


"cipal uſe and end of all Government, even from the Founda- 


tions of the Earth unto this Day; what indeed can there be ſo much, 


the proper Benefit and Happineſs of a rational Nature, as Moral 
excellence, which is a ſemblance of the Divine, and the only true 


freedom of Mind; now what is ſo of one, is likewiſe undoubtedly of 
every Man and all; the Caſe being ſuch, every Government is under 


an indiſpenſable Duty, to perſue the good of the Governed, and this 
appearing fo in the higheſt Degree, Her Majeſty: has admirably ſaid, 


Nations, 


LT 
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Nations, entring into a Political Conſtitution, have from time to 
time, acknowledg'd this truth, as from their recorded Models and 
Preſcripts, were eaſie at large to make appear; ſome indeed, have 
built themſelves more upon one, and others upon a different Virtue, 
as Rome peculiarly upon a ſtrict Piety, Sparta upon Temperance, 
Peru upon Induftry ; but no Pagan Nation fo barbarous, or Mahome- 
tan ſo abſurd, which in ſome Degree, has not perſued the ſame 
Rule; the reaſon whereof, is ſo far from ceaſing, that it encreaſes 
among Chriſtians, and even in the Popiſh Countries, Confeſſion 
Penance and other terrors of the Church, do very much reſtrain 
diſorders; the Laws of an incorporate Community, are in fine 
properly the Soul of ir, which the nobler principles they are in- 
{pired with, the more honourable that Conſtitution, and accord ing 
to the ſeveral Degrees thereof, put in Execution, is the Subjects 
welfare more or leſs conſulted; but were it poſſible, that Vice 
could triumph in the Advantages of Law, all the Foundati- 
_ of the Earth were out of Courſe, and Hell truly broak 
poli | 

The Honour of Exgland, in having many good Laws, is undeni 
able, and if not Eclipſed by their detective Execution, would be 
the greateſt Glory poſſible, to our Nation; Proteſtant Countries would 
be emulous to imitate, the Popith bluſh, and be Confounded ;'a 
late Author, in his Eſſays on Peace at Home, ſays, 's an uncon- 
teſtable truth, that the chief end of Government, is, to prevent Cor- 
ruptions, and Correct the manners of Men, which: does not ſo much 


= depend upon the Law makers, as upon thoſe who are to Execute the [ 
. = Laws already made; due admintfiration of the Laws, 1s. to the Polt- 
4 = 7tat, as exerciſe to the notural Body, and as much Phyſick Ultiates l 
11 the Blood in the one, ſo a multiplicity of Laws without Evecution, J 
5 depraves the manners of a People, and abates their Reverence of Ihe : { 
. = Publick ;} but Government is neuen upon a rig ht Foot, unleſs: the | 
1 vanttions of the Legiſlature are ſo ſacred, that it becomes hard to 
ne judge, who are moſt afreid, the People to break tbe  Laws,, or the | 
n. mumiſtertal Power, not to put them in Execution if this be the | 
= Caſe, a llackneſs in the Adminiſtration, is to be conſider d, 48. 4 na- 
b. tional detriment and misfortune, eſpecially in the point before us, 
21 touching which her Majeſty declares it a indiſpenſable Duty, "to be 
52 careful above all other things; now if inferiour Magiſtrates had the ; 
of lame ſenſe of it, the wilhes of all good Men were at an End; bur 1 
5 the Proclamation forecited takes notice, that the Laws mention d 
fo in a former one, had not been Executed, and does inſiſt upon the y 
4 Reaſon and Remedy thereof, as followeth; we do exped and re- D 
2 guire, that all Per ſors of Honour, or in Place of Authorny, will i ve | 


good. 


ks 


L46117 


good exanples, in their own Virtue and Picty, and to their utmoſt 
contribute, to diſcountenance Perſons of diſſoluie and debauc bed Lives, 
that by being by ſuch means reduced, to Shame and Contempt, for their 
looſe and evil Behaviour, they may thereby be enforced the ſooner , 
to reform thoſe evil Habits and Pratlices; that ſo the VISIBLE. 
DISPLEASURE of good Men in Honour and Authority towards 
them, may ſupply, what the Laws (though executed) could not pro- 
bably altogether prevent. IG f 

U pon to auſpicious a Declaration from the Throne, and towards 
an effectual remedy of Evils, acknowledg'd by our Princes and 
Parliament (in the moſt ſolemn manner) highly diſhonourable 
and pernitious to this Kingdom; the moſt likely expedient appear: 
ing to me, a Regular and due Enforcement of the manifeſt Intent, 
of our Sicramental Teſt ; in order to recommend the ſame, I will 


endeavour to repreſent, ſome of the vaſt Emoluments, of HO : 

NOUR SAFETY and HAPPINESS, which may reaſonably 4 

be expected, to reſult unto England, from the viſible diſpleaſure 1 

of Men in Authority, toward the diſſolute impious and prophane; 3 

but before we enter upon the ſame, let the Addreſs of the Honou- 4 

rable the Houſe of Commons, to our late King, appear the Foun- J 

dation we build upon, which ſays, that; ſince C71IE FLY by: the 5 

Neglect and ill Example, of too many Magiſtrates, Prophaneneſs 8 

ond Immorality are, like a General Contagion, diffusd and ſpread = y 

throughout the Kingdom, to the great reproach of the Church of En- b 

gland, and Prejudice of your Majeſties Government; and ſince the t 

Example of Men in publick Stations, have a porrerſul influence on = 7 

the Lives of others; we beſtech your Majeſty, that Prophaneneſs and 2 

Inmorality, may, in a peculiar manner be d:ſcouraged, in all thoſe, who e 

are employed in your Majeſty's Service ;, 10 the end, that all our Coun- 0 

cils, may be bleſſed by the Divine aſſiſtance, and may produce HO- L 

=  NOUR SAFETY and HAPPINESS, to your Majeſiy and your 
= People; upon which Foundation it is, we humbly offer unto publick o 
= conſideration, that. | | tl 
# irt, The HONOUR of every Chriſtian Government, muſt r: 

= need conſiſt, very much, in purſuing the Inſt rut ions and Commiſſion, re 
= of the Supream Lawgiver, and ſuperintendant of Men; the Laws Ec 
3 of Nature teach, that to fixd marks of Infamy, upon contagious ce 
= Vice, and to Cloath with encouraging diſtinctions, indubitable Vir- ſo 
| * tue, is the enfeoftment of Heaven, to all Supream Powers; and to Li 
= recollect ſomething of what occurs, touching the inſtructions of that (0 
=_ ſort, in Holy Writ; Moſes chooſe out wiſe Men, and well known, in 
of 


fearing God and loving Truth, to make them Judges over the People, 
4 | e Os {by with 


tor ih whom- be left in Charge this , Bebold !! I have taught: you Sta- 
tues and Judgments, even as the Lord my God commanded me, keet 
therefore and do'them, for this is your Wiſdom, and your Underſtand- 
ing in the Sight of the Nations, which ſhall hear all theſe Statutes 
and ſay, Surely this great Nation, is a wiſe and underflanding People; 
For what Nation is there ſo great, that hath Statutes and Fudements 
fo righteous, as all this Law, which ] ſet before you this Day, only 


tale heed to thy ſelf, and keep thy Soul diligeniiy, left thau forget 1h 
. . Things, which thine Eyes have ſeen, and leſt they depart from thine 
| Heart, all the Days of thy Life, but teach them thy Sons and thy 


Sons Sons; and we find elſewhere, He that faith to the Wicked thou 


art righteous, him ſhall the ing e curſe, Nations ſhall abhor him, 


but to ſuch as rebuke the Wicke 
' ſhall come upon them ; when the Wicked riſe in Authority, good Men 


ſhall be Delight, and a good Bleſſing 


hide themſelves, then Tranſgrelſon encreaſeth, and the People 
mourn; the Sum of all which is, Ru/ers are not to bear the Sword 
in vain, becauſe ordain'd of God a Terror to evil Works, and are his 


- Miniſters, - attending continually upon this very Thing, the. Praiſe 


and Good of them that do well, and as Avengers entrufted to execute 
TWrath', upon him that doth Evil. N SON 160 
If the Church be conſider'd, in a Relation diſtinguiſht from the 
State, à Regularity of Life to her, will appear no leſs ornamental; 
whatever is eſſential ro Chriſtianity (a Communion of Saints) may 


be avetr'd concluſive, upon a Reformed Church, for who ever 


thought the Errors of Popery, more pernicious to the Souls of Men, 
than ſcandalous Immoralities and open Prophaneſs; can therefore 
any Thing be more Honourable, to the True Proteſtant Religion 
eſtabliſht among us, than to exclude her Communion thoſe, guilty __ 
of exceſſive Drinking, Blaſphemy. prog zue Swearing and Curfing, 
Lewdneſs, Prophanation of the Lord's Day, and other diſſolute, immo- 
ral and diſorderly Practices (already obnoxious to the Laws) as Things 
of the higheſt Scandal, injurious and offenſive to the Church; on 
the contrary, is any Thing like, more ſweetly to illucidate the Ig H- 
rance of weak Men, remove unjuſt Prejudice, or put to Silence un 
reaſonable Gainſayers, than to render her Communion, diſtinguiſht 
equally by the weighty Matters of the Law, as by any unneceſſary or 
ceremonial Points; Union of Affections (that lovely Ornament) it 
ſelf, does not ſo abſolutely depend, upon a ſtrict Uniformity in pub- 
lick Worſhip; but in the Nature of the Thing, the Bond of Peace 
(upon moral and eſſential Terms) may very well ſubſiſt without, ſee- 
ing *ris within the Commiſſion of the Goſpel, and the proper End 
of it too, to breed Peace, Love and good Will on the Earth; none 
will deny, it did ſo illuſtriouſly 2 Fact, during the Primitive 2 
ENS r O 


_—_a a 9 5 e 
Mi; ok Chriſtianity, to a Degree, the Imperious Spirit of Antichriſt, 
could never in any Age pretend to; the ſame has been obſervable in 

- Holland a Hundred Years, and in ſome Degree in Erg/and ſince the 
AR of Indulgence; nay, Union confifted without Uniformity well 
enough, by the Policy of Rome, in Times preceeding the Reforma- 
tion in England; and if Popery was then however eſteem'd one and 
the ſame, and her Communion conſiſted with ſeveral differing Ri- 
- tuals and Forms, is it not a hard Caſe, the Proteſtant Communion 
cannot, with ſome little Differences among us; for if they had one 
Head of Union a Foreigner, we have one (ſure!) no leſs, even uur 
Native Liege Lady the Queen. 5 | A 

Secondly : The SAFETY of a State, cannot fail under the Sun- 
beams of Heaven, nor. ſubfiſt under the Frowns of it; the forecited 
Letter of our late Queen oy aſſerts, that zo promote and encourage © 
a Reforme of Manners, is the means to procure the Continuance of = 

' God's Holy Religion among s, with the Proſperity of our Country, 
and thoſe Bleſfings to theſe Nat ons, which always attend a Conſcien- = 
rious Diſcharge, of the reſpettrve Duties, therein lying upon Gover- 
nors; Her Preſent Majeſty's Proclamation abovemention'd affirms, 
that without a Religious Obſervance of God's. Holy Laws, we cannot: 

=” expett or hope for Divine Affiſtance, on which we entirely rely, to de. 
= ider ms from the great and imminent Dangers, with which, theſe 

1 Kingdoms and the true Proteſtant Religion eſtabliſht among us, are in 

| this preſent Funfture threatned; let none preſume theſe Aſſertions, 

= to be Form and Cant, or doubt that the ſame have a clear Founda- *' 

= tion in Divine Authority; the Old World, the Baby/oni/h Empire, 

_ the Cananite Nations, the Four Cities of the Plain, with that of !. 

| i © © zeveh, are Inſtances of it, and Moſes beſpeaking the 1/7ae/ites in the 

MM Name of God, ſays, If ye ſhall deſpiſe my Statutes, I will appoint 7 

=_ ober yout, Terror, Conſumption and the burning Ague; and if ye will 

_ nut be reformed by me by thoſe Things, the Earth ſhall not yield ber 

_— "TExcreaſe, and ] will break the Pride of your Power ; but if you will 

= Forwirhſtanding walk contrary unto me, and ſtill deſpiſe my Statutes, X 
 P will bring Seven times more Plagues upon you, according to your 

Sras, in Effect, it fared with them ſo in the Wilderneſs ſeveral 7 
ja Times, and afterwards the whole Hiſtory of that People relates, how 
= Judgments from Heaven conſtantly followed, their notorious Depra- 

1 vation, and Succceſſes did conſtantly attend, their ſolemn Repen- 

tance; and though it may be urged, that the 1/7ae/ztes were under 

a Diſpenſation, of more temporal Promiſes and Puniſhments than 
1 Chriſtians, it follows not, but the Declarations of God towards them 

1 as a People, agreeing with the Diſpoſals of his Providence, general- 

= ly over other Nations, and alſo correſpondent to the Nature of mw 

| f ra 
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ral Good (genuinly tending to the welbeing ef Perſons or Communi- 
ties, and the contrary to their Embroilment and DeſtruCtion) ought 
to be confiderd as valid upon us, more efpecially becauſe we are a 
People diſtinguiſht by Divine Light alſo; therefore it may well de- 
ſerve Obſervation, what is ſaid in Hoſea, Becauſe there is no Truth 
nor right Knowledge of God in the Land, but by Swearing, and Ly. 
ing, and Killing, and Stealing, and commuting Adultery, they break 
out (of all Legal Reſtraints) therefore ſhall the Land mourn, there- 
fore every one that dwelleth therein ſhall langaiſh, therefore the Beaſts 
of the Field, and the Fowls, yea, and the Fiſhes of the Sea, ſhall be 
taten away ; why not obſervable that in Micah? Magiſtrates who 
| knowing Judgment, do notwithſtanding hate the Good, and love the 
Evil, in publick Diſtreſſes ſhall they cry to the Lord, but becauſe of 
their Evil-doings, will he hide his Face from them; ſo alſo, what 
Ezra gives the Reaſon of their Captivity, That the Princes did not 
execute Judgment, but alted after the manner of the Heathen. 

Thirdly : The HAPPINESS of England, lyes more in pur- 
ſuing the Natural and Moral, than Speculative and Ceremonial 
Points of Religion; as to the Inconveniences general to all Nations, 
from notorious Epidemical Vice and Prophaneſs, we need no more, 
than the Confeſſion of Machiavel himſelf, That a People mbolly cor- 
rupted in their Manners, will find inſuperable Difficulty, to maintain 
their Liberties, and in the whole World (ſays he) there is not a grea- 
ter Sign of imminent Ruin, than when God and his Wor(hip are de- 
ſpiſed , in Effect, an Incouragement of Immoralities and Frophaneſs, 
by the Example of Princes and a general Omiſſion to puniſh, When 
it has infected the whole Maſs, where has it been without National 
Calamies ? The All- conquering Roman Empire, obſervable for Vir- 
tue in her Growth, was firſt weakned by Aſiatich Vices, Which con- 
tinuing to diffuſe their Poiſon without Redreſs, as ſoon as the Cor- 
ruption became general, ſhe ſenſibly declined, till at length it became 
(through exceeding Wickedneſs) every where a Prey, to the more 
Virtuous though Cruel Nations of the North; Inſtances of which 
Kind, of Countries once celebrate, and then by the Fatality of Vice 
deſtroyed, might fill up a Volumn, and to diſcourſe at large of the 
Beneſits of Moral Virtue, reſulting naturally to Political Societies, 
and of the Difficulties ariling to them, from Rigor in Speculative 


en- 

der and Ceremonial Points, were a Subject worthy of à Noble Pen; 
han my Intent is far from doing that, and no more, than by. hinting a. 
lem feu, of the molt obvious Diſadvantages to Eng/and, of Iuxuriant Vice 
ral. and Irreligion (and the Reſults of Rigor very brietiy) to ſhew, that a 
mo-: Torrent ofiilmmorality. and Prophaneſs, is a much greater Evil to 


ral 3 the State, than a V ariety of innocent Opinions, | Mo; 
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The Statute Book acquaints us in Edward the VI. That for:the - 
avoiding many Inconue niences, and much cuil Rule, uſed in many Ia. 
verns, newly'ſer up in very great Number, nome ſhall. utter Wane, by. 
Rerail without Licenſe; which Act was the Firſt tor; granting 
Wine-Licenſes, and declares the. Intent thereof; in like man- 
ner, the Firſt. Act for appointing Ale- Licenſes in the ſame Reign, 
o the (om 


lays, - Foraſmuch as intolerable Hurts and Troubles, 


— 


monwealth of this Realm, do daily grow, and ae through... 
ſuch Abuſes and Diſorders, as are uſed. in common Ale | 
Tipling-bouſes, therefore none ſhall keep any without Licenſe, and 
ſhall alſo give Bond and Security, for obſerving good Rule and Ordern 
within the ſame ;, the Preamble of an Act in Zames the 17/7, explain- 
ing the antient true and principal Uſe of Inns, Ale houſes, and Vi- 
ctualing-houſes, ſays, They were not meant, for Entertainment and 
Harbouring of lewd and idle People, to conſume their Money and 
Time, in looſe and drunken manner ; and becauſe the Multitude and 


* 


Abuſes of ſuch Heuſes are found intolerable, the loathſome and odious 


Sin of Drunkenneſs (of late grown into common Uſe within this 
Realm) being the Root and Foundation of many other enormous Sins, 


as Bloodſhed, Wounds, Murder, Swearing, Formcation, Adultery, and 


the like, to the great Diſhonour of God and of our Nation, the 


Overthrow of many good Arts and manual Trades, the Diſabling of 
divers Workmen, the Impoveriſhing of many good Subjefts, and abu- 


ſively waſting the good Creatures of God; therefore, any Conuition 


of Miſrule and Diſorder is made Forfeiture of Licenſe; Such are 
then the Aſſertions of our Law. I think, though if we look upon the 
infinite Number of Publick Houſes, it induces a little Queſtion, 
whether a Man ought. to believe his Eyes in both; for, is it not a 
Riddle? How a Hundred Thouſand of theſe in the Kingdom or very 


near, can find Means of Subſiſtance, with a Capacity of Licenſe by 


ſuch Laws; on the contrary, if in Contempt thereof, thoſe Publick 
Houſes are in any Degree,” Nurſeries of Looſneſs and Debauchery, 
what are we to judge of the Effects to our Country, by the foreſaid 


Aſſertions of the Statutes. 


An Act in Car. 2d affirms, that from the immoderate e of Games, 
many Miſchiefs and Inconveniences are found daily to ariſe, as the 


encouraging and maintaining idle, looſe and diforderly Perſons, in 


their diſhoneſt, lewd and difſolute Courſe of Life, the debauching mas 
2 of the 'younger Sort of Nobility, Gentry and others, to the loſs of 
their preticus Time, the utter Ruin of their Eftates, and the with. 
drawing them from noble and laudible Employments and Exerciſes , 
another in Milliam the Third tells us, That ſeveral evil-diſpoſed Per- 


ſons, bad ſet up miſchievous and unlawful Games called Lotteries, 
and thereby had maſt unjuſtly and fraudulently got to themſelves, great 
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ſances;, and that all Patemts and Licenſes for them, are void and 


be ruined, but by ber ſelf, yet (what Pity !) ſhe is the eaſieſt di- 


Sumt of Maney, from ſeveral unwary Perſons; to the utter Ruin and" 
Impoverifhment of. many Familien, and to the Reproach 6 the Engliſh>': 
Laws and Gouernment,- by Colour of ſeveral Patents or Grants under 
the Great Seal of England, for the ſaid Lotteries; which ſaid Pa- 
tents are againſt the Common Good, Trade, Welfare and Peace, of 
his Majeſty's Kingdoms, wherefore be it enatted, adjudg'd and de. 
clared; that ſuch and all other Lotteries, are Common and Publick- Nu- 


againſi Lato; by which Statutes, + we ſee,” what is miniſterial or in- 
troductory only to Vice, is cenſured a publick'Nuſance. | 
Whether Prophane Swearing and Curling; as introductive of Per- 
jury and raſh Oaths in Judgment, do not loudly threaten, to weaxen 
the. Bonds of Allegiance, as well as, to render precarious,” ever 
Man's Property, Liberty, and Good Name in England; whether 
predominant Idleneſs, and above all Things Lewdaneſs (ſo 
peſtiferous many ways to Societies, and remarkable for Natio- 
nal Judgments) are not, by the Common Law, to be lockt 
upon a Nuſance, or Treſpaſs againſt the Common Good, Welfare, 
and Peace alſo, well deſerves Conſideration; and ſure! the Nobility |: 
and. Gentry, being the conſpicuons Patterns of Imitation; and the Foun- 
tains of Law and Juſtice among us, *tis a little unfortunate, for the 
Play houſe to be more obſcene and prophane here, than thoſe in 
France or Italy; but in a Time, Her Majeſty has declared, the True 
Proteſtant Religion eftabliſht among us, in imminent Danger, and 
that we entirely rely on the Divine Aſſiſtance, to deliver 1s from it, 
to erect a new Magnifick and Dinturnal Pyle, wherein with more 
Oftentation and Advantage; to inſtruct and recommend the Arts of 
Lewdneſs, and ridicule all Sacred Things; may it not juſtly pro- 
voke Enquiry, whether thoſe Detriments to England, enumerate in 
the Acts about Gaming, be not as obvious and exorbitant, by an in- 
corrigible Stage? e e N 
Cardinal. Richlicu's Political Teſtament ſays, England can neuen 


vided, of any Country under Heaven; Prophaneſs naturally breeds a 
virulent Enmity to Religion, and when become National, is indeed 
a Soil too convenient, tor. the evil Spirit to ſow Religious Animofi- 
ties, in which (with ſome Thanks for it to his Eminence) we have 
beyond all Doubt, ſince the Scheme of his Projects took Eftect, been 
one of the moſt unhappy Nations on the Earth ; wheres half the 
Application to compoſe Things of that Nature, purſuant to 
the manifeſt Intereſt of the Reformation, as hath been em- 
ployed to widen. every Difference in them, would probably 
have rendred us as happy, as any other People; but from what 
Councils and Influence, Prophaneſs and Animfities were pes 
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raged, Hand in Hand, to advance upon us, during Three unfortunate + 
Succeſſive Reigns, wherein Idolatry never departed from the Court, 
is evident enough; and whoever ſhall obſerve the Conduct of Papiſts 
among us, will find, they'bear no inconſiderable Part, in thoſe Two 
Intereſts, at this Day; but, Bleſſed be God! we have Parliamentary 
Authority to aſſert, That it was through Popiſh Management, ' great 
Severities were uſed in matters of Opinion, the Church was excited 
againſt Diſſenters, and theſe inflamed againſt the former, till by ſuch 
Methods England was reduced to the laſt Extremities, when the late 
115 King was invited, to come and deliver us, who by the Ad of Indul- 
3 gence quieted thoſe Heats, which had almoſt confumed us; and as the 
= greateſt Charatter can be given a Church, is that of Charity and Ten- 
3 derneſs to Fellow-Chriſttans, ſo Toleration and Tenderneſs, have ne- 
= ver-miſſed of procuring Peace and Union; this our preſent Eftabliſh- M7 
= ment bath bealed in good meaſure, fatal Diviſions in Aﬀetion ; a good # 
=” Temper in Diſſenters is produced; the Reputation of the Church ad. 7 
_ vanced; the Peace and Quiet of the Kingdom very much ſecured , 1 
r which are all happy Steps, towards the compleat Healing of our Wounds , W 
© and what may we not- look for, under the Reign e ſuch a Queen? 
= "Whoſe Example, whoſe Virtues and Zcal, give us Reaſon to hope, a 1 
1 happy State of Matters in the Church, if new Flames do not ariſe, . 
Fit blaſt thoſe Hopes. 90 E 
1 My Lord Veru/am, in his Eſſays Civil and Moral, takes Notice; 1 
1 Some People haue an Opinion, that it's q principal part of Policy, for 1 
| a Prince to govern his Proceedings, according to the Reſpect of Facli- E | 
Mi ont, cobertcas contrariviſe the chief Wiſdom is, in ordering thoſe = 
1 Things that are general, and wherein Men of ſeveral Facfions do ne- 6 
10 vert heleſs agree ; as to the Bonds of Unity, the true placing of them M 
10 importeth exceedingly, which is done, if the Points fundamental, aud 
" of Subſtance in Religion, be truly diſcern'd and diſtinguiſht, from 
{8 thoſe of Opinion and Order; Chriſt's Coat indeed had no Seam, but 
WH; the: Churches Veſture was of divers Colours, thus Unity and Unifor- 1 
* mity are Two 1lhings; for there may be Variety in Matters of Form, 
„ without Breach of Unity; and ſpall we not think, that God above, 3 
1 | why knows the Heart, does not diſcern, that frail Men in ſome of = 
3 their Contradiflions, mean the ſame Thing, and accepteth of both, but + 
as to Superſtition, it hath been the Confuſion of many States, and f 1 
bringeth into Government, a new Primum Mobile, which raviſhes all / 
the Spheres thereof. | | 7 
According to which Judgment, it ſeems upon a Foot of humane 9 
Prudence deſirable, Matters of meer Opinion and Order, ſhould be 1 
always treated with Sweetneſs and Condeſcention, in Regard of the tt 
In- 4 


[ 23 ] 
Intereſts, both of Church and State; in Reſpect to the Church, be- 
cauſe Meekneſs of Wiſdom among Chriſtians, is the moſt probable 
Way, to reduce the Wandring, and inform the Ignorant, whereas 
the Appearance of outward Violence, naturally defeats all ſubſequent 
Arguments to that End; and the Uſe of ſecular Penalties (upon Men 
well diſpoſed to Inſtruction) would bewray a Weakneſs, as if the 
Church had ſome Diſtruſt, of the Validity of Reaſoning, or Inter- 


poſal of the Divine Spirit, in her Favour; in Reference to the State, 


tis equally uſeful, in theſe Things to be placid and ſerene, becauſe 


the Qualifications in a Man, moſt requiſite and advantageous. ro 
her, are very different and diſtin& from thoſe, of Diverſity in Reli- 


gion; fuch are, publick Virtue or a Deſire to do good to his Coun- 
try, a Nature fincere and plain, a Capacity and Prudence compe- 
tent, a Reputation of Probity and Juſtice, a viſible Moderation in 
Avarice, an inoffenſive Candor, an Affection to the Matter in Truft, 
2 Love of the Conſtitution Political, Temperance and a Patience 
of Labour, an active and magnanimous Spirit, a Vigour and Integri- 
ty of Body, a Contempt of the Praiſe of Men, an incomparable Re- 
gard to the Approbation of God, an Eſteem of Righteouſneſs and 
Mercy before Sacrifice ; theſe and many moreQualiries being general 
(by the Judgment of this Great Man) it would be Wiſdom in a Go- 
vernment, ſo to order, as not to have them excuſed, for the Sake 
of ſome Perfection in Opinion, or deſpiſed meerly for a Defect in 
it; the chief Deſire of a People is, to be well govern'd and ſecure, 
the chief Intereſt of a Prince to be well ſerved; but of what Opinion 
thoſe are that ſhall do it, ſeems of ſmall Conſideration to either; 


for Example, could England in our Days be ſo happy, to recover 


that Degree of Superiority at Sea, which was enjoyed not long fince, 


over her ad joining Neighbour in the Channel, it would poſſibly but 
little abate that Felicity, though ſome Occaſional Conformiſts, ſhould 


„ Hog + — 


be very inftrumental towards it. =; ET 
As to the Confuſions, Superſtition has brought upon many States, 


a Man muſt know very little of Hiſtory, who is not ſufficiently con- 


vinced of them; ſcarce a Country in Europe, but at ſome Time or 


other, has afforded ſignal Inſtances of that Kind; may ours never 


any more be a Pattern thereof! But without inſiſting upon unhappy 


Precedents in the Caſe, whenever Bigottry becomes the Primum Mo- 


bile in a Government, it muſt need be, from the Nature of the 


Thing, that it raviſh all the Spheres thereof; Prudence and Mode- 
ration, are in the Exerciſe of Government Terms coincident, for a 
Rapidity in the firſt Wheel, is to invert all the Rules of Order, and 
ſays my Lord Verulam, Superſtition diveſts:a Man of Senſe, Philoſo- 
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up the Sertlements of State, and open a Gap ig! thercevopring Ele- 
ment to enter; Nonreſiſtance (or atleaſt ja wear one) is the inſepa- 


rable Conſequent, of ſo dangerous a Doctrine, therefore does it 


The Points fundamental and of Suhſtance in Religion, by univerſal 


the Moral Virtues, enjoined by our Laws, which tis the Scope here- 
of to recommend, and have enforced; but the Matters requiſite to 
Lay Conformity, which through a long perverſe Management, have 

A . oo | 4 SR. (8423 & + Ik: FJ i bred . 


89819113 
48 


. ͤ˙fvꝛ. ̃ 7˙⅛—L 7 ² *ꝛůe ̃᷑ÿw—) aro ac. . ]⅛ ⁵˙—˙ rere %⅛ y.. ]jð¾˙ . cnn) 


11 + 


Lamertable Prejutice We? too viſible a 'Diftance of AF- 
fections among us, to the Diſh6nour and Offence of the God of 
Love, the great R toach of our Ho Reformed Religion, the ſen- 


ſible Afflietion ade Grief of all gobd Chriſtians, a conſtant Weakning 
the Hands of our Government. and to the N Mockery of our 
an Occaſional 


common Enemy, are con eivd in the Judgment of 

Conformuſt, and by war's of 'Authority alfo are declared, Things nei- 
ter eſlential to Chriſtianity or che eſtabliſnt Chur. 

Though 'a Firment about ungeceffary and indifferent Points in Re- 
gion, be the natural and ufual Confequent, of a Decay. in the 


Power of it, nevertheleſs to have à Bigottty in the former, pleaded 


Piech u molt 


in Abatement of Duty 
that, to abſolve an Obligation to the moral Law) can be little bene- 
concurrent Declaration of the Statutes 


feial to England ( by th 
forecited: Lealbnable and Chriſtian Men, "tis ſurely unac- 


as among 
countable z the Series touching à due Obfervation of the Lord's 


Day, ' aſſert alſo, That 2 ar there is nothing more acceptable 
to Gott, "than the true and" ſencere Worſhip of hin, 


knoping-of 
therefore every Pe 


das Objerva 


pron thereof, by exercifing themſetoes, in the Duties of 
ferings, 


1 her neßlecting it, 
ds of thoſe Als declare, neither agreeable to God 


fare of our Government; 


and centemn, the ſeveral * moral Statutes of this Realm, being.truly. 
28 Iiable to Obfection 


Noneconformiſt to the Government, are Judged '25 

in their Service of it, as thoſe who (irreprovable in ; Obſervance to 

the Commonwealth) yh dier in their Thoughts, of Matters Ecele- 
it then, a great Glory to Our Nation, that! e- 


wards and Put 

indubitable Virtue were to he impartially re 

of —— —— and Truſt, did lye upon 1 Mo- 
ehrof Opin n > whether therefore 


well * Cooney 
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in the latter (as if there was Merit enough in 


and that the holy 


the: Lord's Day (and W or therein a holy ys or 
f the true Service of Ged, . 


the Lord's Supper?) 7:2 meip 
bat — 5 e. ought 70 apply bimſetf, to the faid 


Piery and true Religion, borb Toes and privately , © or Men there- 
fore20'be Hable, to any” privative or pofitive, 
: Terving God =p to their Conſciences, than for 16 


ublickly and in their Families, 5 
1 : God, or abe e a 
-by which Rule; thoſe who daily violate 


ſiaſtical; ſippoli 
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only of Opinion, is humbly recommended by the Author, to the 
equal Conſideration of our Governors. 
Ihe evident Intent of Law, to diſcourage Irreligion, as much as 
Diſſention, by depriving of Benefit, and inflicting Penalties, appeat - 


ing fo highly for the publick Good, we cannot ſuppoſe, it defirable, 


the ſame ſhould continue obviate or fruitleſs, in the one, Caſe, more 
than in the other; and though better 58 probably may be 
found, to render the Laws to that End effectual, which is earneſtly 
wilht and hoped for, in a Matter of ſuch: Importance to our dear 
Country; it ſeems reaſonable at leaſt, that Magiſtrates (whoſe 
Example having a powerful Influence on the Lives of others, is ſo very 
material to the State, that they are ſworn themſelves to obſerve, as 
well as entruſted, above all Things to ſee P eh the Moral: 
Statutes of this Realm) ſhould be made in Ferſon liable, to Penal- 
ties for tranſgreſſing them, much above inferior common Offenders, 
and (being obſt inate therein) ſhould ſuffer Incapacity, equally with, 
the Offender in Opinion; and if this Expedient, be in the Nature of 
the Thing reaſonable, can we conceive of it other, than a Remedy 
neceſſary and ſuitable, ro that general Contagion of Prophaneneſs and 
Immorality, which CHIE FL T through the ill Expt of doo many : 
Magi ſtrates, has diffuſed and ſpread it. ſelf, throughout the Kingdom, 
d which Her Gracious Majeſty inſiſts to have redreſſed, . by the Vi-. 
ſible Diſpleaſure of good Men in 22 1 1 
Thus a juſtice of the Peace, convicted of Curſing or Swearing, might 
be Fineable (ſuppoſe) 5 J. (as he is for hearing another do it) of Drun- 
kenneſs 10 J. of prophaning the Lord's Day 5 . abſenting from publick - 


Worſhip a whole Month 5 J. upon a ſecond Conviction thoſe Finss 


to be double, and upon the third, an Incapacity for ſuch Office to 
enſue; the Proportion of Penalties herein, and the Method of Con- 
viction, are not at all infiſted upon, but ſuppoſing theſe Crimes 
in their own Nature. and Malignancy to the State, equal to 
that of: Opinion, Juſtice and good Policy require, the Pu- 
niſhment be no leſs; and the Preamble of an AQ to that 
Purpoſe, might poſſibly be as followeth, or to this Effect; 
WHEREAS divers Statutes of this Realm, 
have p2ovided foꝛ the due puniſhing and ſuppꝛeſling 
of Immoꝛalities and P2ophaneneſs:; and whereas 
an Act in the 23 Car. 2. did enjoin unto all Magi⸗ 
ſtrates, to receive the Poly Communion of the Lozd's 
Body, thereby (among other Reaſons) powerfully 
do engage their good Example, and mot 
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koꝛalmuch as woful Experience has thew'd, that 
many Men have taken upon themſelves the Office. 
of Magiſtrates, and afterwards without KRegard to 
their molt ſolemn Obligations, Have to the great 
Offence of Almighty God, to the Repꝛoach ok our 
Poly Refozmed Religion, and to the exceeding Pꝛe⸗ 
judice of Her Majeſtys Government, appear d vt- 
cious and openly. ſcandalous in cheir Lives, and ſo 
both negligent and unfit, to purſue the god Intent 
of the laid Statutes, fo2 puniſhing and ſuppzeſling, of 
——— and P2ophaneneſs ; therefoze be it en⸗ 
While the Argument before us lyes upon a Compariſon, of open 
Debauchery, with innocuous Opinions in Religion, and to ſhew that. 
the former, is much more prejudicial tothe State than the latter, it runs 
all upon the Preſumption, that Diſſenters in our Age, are not charge- 
able with Sedlition and Rebellion, or any nefarious Principles or Diſ- 
poſitions, to the preſent Government; in which Matter, I ſuppaſe it 
abundantly ſufficient, for their Vind ication, that the Right Honouyable 
the Houſe of Lords declare, They have by Teſtimonies inconteflible 
ſhew'd, that neither their Principles or Pratlice are inconſiſtem 
with Monarchy, but ever ſince thedct of Indulgence, have continued 
to demonſtrate, all the Signs of Friendſhip and Submiſſion, to the Go- 


vernment of Church and State; as to Occafional Conformity (to pur- 


ſue the Arguttient)who can imagine it ever enter d into the Thanghts, 
of any our Governors, that involuntary Diſſenters were held more 
guilty before God, or more incapable of Uſefulneſs among dib. 
men, than the obſtinately Prophane, Irreligious} and Pehaucht; 
which being taken for granted, is further declaratory ef the manifeſt 


Intent in Law, againſt the latter, becauſe greater Offendetwauſt be 


ſuppoſed concluded, by any Proviſion offer d againſt the Ia due 
Enforcement therefore of the ſaid Intent, being deplomalymeedtul, 
may certainly with good Ground of Hope be now look. for, ſince a 
Diſpoſition to diſcourage conceiv*d Hy pocriſie, argues it prevurnable 
(without Ottence) that practical Piety is by all means to be 
promoted, and Prophaneneſs (by Abuſe of the Sacrament redundant) 
be reduc'd, as conducive incomparably to the Intereſt of England ; 
but if any Man allows himſelf to think, that the Principles oHthe 

Moral Law, are unneceſſary and 5 Points, to be inſiſtes 0 
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Fidelity in the Execution of the ſaid Statutes ;" but 
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1 great 2 
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= of org, he alledges to affrighiten us from ringt tapreſtnt * 
| labs ; bar every true Eng/i/hman and. good: Rrotaſtam tl 
will readily. agree with me, that out” preſant EGabliſhment 5 
of Things in Church and State, is ſo much the Happineſa 7 
of, England, that it would be very unfortunate, any Part of the 71 
ſame, did fall under Queſtion and Miſtake 3 King Milliams Deela-: 0 

. ration ſays, He would. leave it to the Parliament, to prouide ſuch 
Laws, as. might. eftabliſh a good Agreement, between the Church, C 
England and alli Proteſtant Diſſenters; | becauſe; the Deſign: of: be 
Papifts is manifeſt; 10 engage Proteſtants. ( equally concernd 7. 
t preſerve - themſelves from Popiſh Oppreſfion.). into mutual . 
Luarrellings,. that by thelæ, ſome Advantages may be given them, to N 
bring alout their tun Daſiens; in purſuance whereof an Act paſſed, {: 
For exempiing-Rrateflant Difſenters,. from the: Penalties of certain p 
s-foregoing, . as an effetual Meant, to unite: their Majeſty's Pro- by 
teſtant Subjects, in Intereſt and Aﬀedtion;: now the Laws ſo ſuſ- 0 
pended, as to the Laity, were animadvertive only, upon abſenting b 
from the Church, or the being preſent at any other Acts of Divine tl 
Worſhip; if then the Toleration Act, could be conſtrued to imply e 
no more, than an Exemption barely from the Penalties of former it 
Laws, and the ſame be not a Stipulation or Agreement, the Diſſen- v 
ters ſhould hold or enjoy, the ſeveral Priviledges of Engliſomen te 


whereof in all Times preceeding, they ſtood by Law poſſeſt before; 
it cannot be, but a melancholly Conſideration, for them to reflect, 
how many various Ways, though indulged a Toleration of Worſhip, 


Suffering for Conſcience Sake; the Proteſtants in Eance, were per- 
ſecuted many Years together, by a gradual Deprivation: of Privi- 
ledges, municipal Freedoms, and ſeveral Means of; Subſiſtance, be- 
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e, Libet ck: Worſttip= war defied: then; à lte A in 
Ireland fon preveniing the! fambtr Growth 6f' Popafy; does declate 
Proteſtant Biſſenters, in: forg'' Caſes: thereby ariſing,” incapable of 


the B | nas 
newly paſſed, to exclude Diſſemters fron the as ge Aſſembly; 
by introducing there the Sucrithental Teſt, thoug an ſattſe (to Per- 
ſons. Conſciond of their on Impieties) hy exprels Article, is ecuEd 
to Church men; hut im the Caſe) befb e us, whether the forefaid 
Conſtruction of: the, Tuteration AR, Wüethér intfodheing 4 Teff of 
the uimoſt Averſion to Piſfenters, Whether denoftiittating ther Aﬀerti-- 
blies, a Pretente onqy and Colo fh Bxν]⁰’ of Rel fon, whether 
a reviving the ſuſſendedl n im pitt, whether extending che Teff 
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* of being Guardians er Heirs; an AQ ald in Co. has 


to. Offices never affected beforeyc ang) the fvipping Men" (withdor 


Crime alledg d) ofubcir:Fieolidldvant hivful Poſletiions'; wikerher” 
theſs, or any of them, were lief) tediminifff the 2tod Agel met; 
eſtabliſbi between the Church) of England, amm at Proteſtant” Diffen=" 
ters, and thereby give um Advantage'tv the: Phpiftsg tb bring about | 
rheir Deſgns, is with. umble Dofarence ſubrirted, to the Judgment 
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Practical Religion being (without Queſtion) honourabie to the 
Church, 1 Diſloyalty to the State, What can de 
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more afraid to do the. lite; and fince the viſible Diſpleaſure of good 
Men in Authority, is the Way inſiſted on by Her Majeſty, and the 


W | fe novoriouſy guitty of the latteh, ſhould 
= /ufer open Runiſhment, to the End, others duly admonifht,. might 3 
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ſame is earneſtly recommended by the Houſe of Commons, ho-H d A 
pocriſie of others can excuſe; but rather excites to, rhe fincere Provence 


ſecution of a Means, ſo much deſired, recommended; aàhd infilted.”* * 


on, for reducing the portentous Flouds, of Ungodlineſs among us 
but if in any Matter of Fact, or Inferences from it, the Author of 
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this Diſcourſe. has incurred Miſtake: he defires*thetein'ro ſtand cf.. 


refted. by better Judgments, having no other Defign than to Mew? Pas 
inſtead of Impropitious and Ignoble Heats, how beneficial a Ie Fer“ N 


vour would be to the preſent Condition of England, how honourable 
to the Church, how agreeable to natural Juſtice and Reaſon, how - 
congeneal to the Spirit of the Reformation, how purſuant to the 
evident Intent of our Laws, how auſpicious of Diyine Bleſſing upon 


all our Councils; how conciliatory of the: Alliance off the King of 1 21 
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Kings, how much to the Praiſe of the executive Powers, how Glo- 
rious to our Nation abroad, how compoſing of unchriſtian Animoſities 


at home, how much Countermine to Papiſtical Foreign Hopes, and 
how Anſwerable to the true End of all Government, when duly em- 


ployed upon the Moral Eſſentials of Religion. The 
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The Nature of the:JunQture we are under, and the its in 


this Caſe, ariſing thence upon us, have been ſpoken to, in the Be- 
: ginning of this Diſcourſe ; and accord ing to the Thankſpivihg Prayer, 


t. our late moſt Glorious and Opportune . under the 


ireftion, of that Great Captain, the Duke of Marlborough,” 


it is defirable, the happy Advantages God bas gi ven us, againſt Hh 
4 Gore Enemy,; be not fruſtrated, by any unreaſonable Fealouſie's 


and Droifions, among our ſelves ; upon the whole, the Scheme of 4 
vigilant Adminiſtration of Juſtice, by the executive Powers, upon all 


Extravagance of Manners, and hat of: good Agreement between the 
Church of England and all Proteſtant. Difſenters, both laid down by 


the late King, and ſo vigorouſly; proſecuted by Her moft Excellent 
Majeſty (who has lately recommended as inſeparable, * Moderation 


and Unity to thoſe, who have one and the ſame Religion and. 3 - a] | 


being . reputed ſome Part of the Foundation, -whereon the preſent 


Settlement of the Crown, and laſting Proſperity to the State are 
built, to purſue the ſame, ought to be (ſure! ) one of the greateſt 


Concerns of this Age; in a due Regard whereof, the Prayer of the 
Great Prince (now in Glory) uſed preparatory to the Holy Sacra- 
ment (the Band of Chriſtian Love, and the Subject of this Diſ⸗ 


courſe) ſeems well worthy among us, of univerſal Imitation 


Be merciful, O Lord, to that Part of thy Church, which'thow haſt 
ay in theſe Kingdoms; piiy the Diſtractions, and heal the if 
reaches of it ; purge out thence all Impiety.and Prapbaneneſs ; tate 
away theſe Miſtakes and mutual Exaſperations, which' cauſe ſo mach © 
Diftemper and Diſlurbance; reſtore to it Piety and Virtue,- Peace 
and Charity; endue the Paſtors and Governors thereof, with the Spi- 
ri of true Religion and Goodneſs, and make them diligent to promote 
the ſame. in thoſe who are under iheir Inſtrullion and Care; give © 


them Wiſdom to diſcern, the beft and moſt r Means of compoſing 


the Differences, of this miſerably divided Church ; the Heart to en- 


. deavour 1t, and by thy Bleſſing upon their Endeavours, the Happineſs 
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